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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4, 5-9, 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ohnishi et al. (US PAT: 6,525,932, filed 8-16-2000, hereinafter 
Ohnishi) in view of Yamane (US PAT: 6,285,833). 

Regarding claim 1, Ohnishi discloses a portable computer, comprising: a base 
portion with a keyboard (40, fig. 1 , 4-8), an electronic display (12, fig. 1 ) connected to 
the base portion, and a camera (420, figs. 4-9, col. 17, line 13 - col. 18, line 12) stored 
in the base portion (this reads on expansion unit 200, fig. 1 and 400 figs. 6-9 which 
includes camera being stored in the expansion bay slot in base (20, fig. 1) when not in 
use, col. 11 lines 39-40; col. 17 lines 7-12, col. 18 lines 30-35). 

Ohnishi differs from claims 1-2 in that he does not specifically teach the following: 
camera automatically powers on when ejected from the base portion, and camera 
automatically powers off when inserted into the base portion. 

However, Yamane discloses camera which teaches the following: flash unit (4, 
figs. 1-2) automatically powers on when ejected from the base portion, flash unit 
automatically powers off when inserted into the base portion (col. 4 lines 43-56). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Ohnishi's system to provide for the following: camera 
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automatically powers on when ejected from the base portion, and camera automatically 
powers off when inserted into the base portion as this arrangement would facilitate to 
conserve power usage by turning on power to the device on/off depending upon its 
usage condition as taught by Yamane. 

Regarding claim 3, Ohnishi teaches the following: elongated mounting member 
(430, fig. 9) connected to the camera (420, col. 17 lines 30-33). 

Regarding claim 4, Ohnishi teaches the following: mounting member has a 
cylindrical shape and provides electrical communication between the camera and the 
base portion (col. 17 lines 30-33). 

Regarding claim 5, Ohnishi teaches the following: mounting member that 
mechanically and electrically couples the camera to the base portion (col. 17 lines 30- 
33). 

Regarding claim 6, Ohnishi teaches the following: one end of the camera (420, 
fig. 9) is connected to a mounting member, the camera being movable about two 
different axes as indicated by arrows A and B in fig. 9 while connectec to the mounting 
member (col. 17, line 66 - col. 18, line 12). 

Regarding claims 7-8, Ohnishi teaches the following: base portion (20, fig. 1) 
comprises a cavity and camera is mounted inside the cavity (this reads on expansion 
unit 200, fig. 1 and 400 figs. 6-9 which includes camera being stored in the expansion 
bay slot in base (20, fig. 1 ) when not in use and cavity is formed in a side of the base 
portion (20, fig. 1; col. 1 1 lines 39-40; col. 17 lines 7-12, col. 18 lines 30-35). 
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Regarding claim 9, Ohnishi teaches the following: the camera (420, figs. 4-9) is 
movable between a storage portion inside the base portion (20, fig. 1 , this reads on 
expansion unit 200, fig. 1 and 400 figs. 6-9 which includes camera being stored in the 
expansion bay slot in base 20, fig. 1; fig. 1; col. 11 lines 39-40; col. 17 lines 7-12, col. 18 
lines 30-35) and ejected position (fig. 9) disposed outside of the base portion, the 
camera being mechanically connected to the portable computer while in the ejected 
portion (figs. 4, 8-9). 

Ohnishi differs from claims 1 1-12 in that he does not specifically teach the 
following: activating a switch located inside the computer while ejecting the camera from 
the computer to perform the automatically powering the camera on, activating the switch 
located inside the computer while inserting the camera into the computer to perform the 
automatically powering the camera off. 

However, Yamane teaches the following: activating a switch (17, fig. 4) located 
inside the electronic device (1, figs. 1-2) while ejecting the flash unit (4, figs. 1-2, 4) from 
the electronic device to perform the automatically powering the flash unit on, activating 
the switch located inside the electronic device (1, figs. 1-2) while inserting the flash unit 
into the electronic device to perform the automatically powering the flash unit off (col. 4, 
line 43 - col. 5, line 34). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Ohnishi's system to provide for the following: activating a 
switch located inside the computer while ejecting the camera from the computer to 
perform the automatically powering the camera on, activating the switch located inside 
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the computer while inserting the camera into the computer to perform the automatically 
powering the camera off as this arrangement would facilitate to conserve power usage 
by turning on power to the device on/off depending upon its usage condition as taught 
by Yamane. 

Regarding claim 13, Ohnishi further teaches the following: inserting the camera 
(420, figs. 6-9) into a cavity in the computer (100, figs. 6-8) so an outer surface of the 
camera forms an exterior surface of the computer (this reads on expansion unit 200, fig. 
1 and 400 figs. 6-9 which includes camera being stored in the expansion bay slot in 
base (20, fig. 1) when not in use, col. 11 lines 39-40; col. 17 lines 7-12, col. 18 lines 30- 
35). 

3. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohnishi 
in view of Yamane as applied to claims 1 , 9 above, and further in view of Boyden et al. 
(US 2003/01 1 2325 A1 , hereinafter Boyden). 

The combination differs from claim 14 in that it does not teach the following: 
removing the camera from mechanical attachment to the computer, and transmitting 
wireless signals from the camera to the computer. 

However, Boyden discloses camera positioning system which teaches the 
following: wireless transmitter (440, fig. 4) wirelessly transmitting camera signals to a 
wireless receiver (432) for further use (paragraph: 0079). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: removing the 
camera from mechanical attachment to the computer, and transmitting wireless signals 
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from the camera to the computer as this arrangement would provide one of the 
methods, among many possible methods, for transmitting signals between the devices 
as taught by Boyden. 

4. Claims 15-16 and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ohnishi in view of Bucholz (EP 09981 44A2). 

Regarding claim 15, Ohnishi discloses the following: a computer (100, figs. 4-8), 
a camera (420, figs. 4-8) movable between a first position, wherein the camera is 
disposed in the computer in the first position (this reads on expansion unit 200, fig. 1 
and 400 figs. 6-9 which includes camera being stored in the expansion bay slot in base 
(20, fig. 1) when not in use, col. 11 lines 39-40; col. 17 lines 7-12; col. 18 lines 30-35) 
and is mechanically detached in the second position (figs. 4, 8-9) from the computer in 
the second position, the camera being electrically coupled to the computer in the 
second position (col. 17 lines 30-34). 

Regarding claims 16, 18-20, Ohnishi further teaches the following: camera has a 
housing that is completely disposed inside a cavity (reads on expansion bay slot) in the 
computer in the first position such that that housing forms an exterior surface of a the 
computer (col. 18 lines 30-35), computer comprises a mounting member, wherein the 
mounting member is disposed inside the computer in the first position and extends 
outwardly from the computer in the second position (figs. 4-9), camera is mechanically 
connected to the mounting member while in the first position (col. 17 lines 1-35). 

Ohnishi differs from claimed invention in that he does not specifically teach use in 
video conferencing system. 
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However, Bucholz discloses portable computer for video conferencing 
applications (fig. 1 , see abstract). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Ohnishi's system to provide for the following: use in video 
conferencing system as this arrangement would facilitate portable video conferencing 
as taught by Bucholz. 

5. Claim 1 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Ohnishi 
in view of Bucholz as applied to claim 15 above, and further in view of Boyden. 

The combination differs from claim 17 in that iit does not teach the following: 
camera transmits wireless signals to the computer while in the second position. 

However, Boyden discloses camera positioning system which teaches the 
following: wireless transmitter (440, fig. 4) wirelessly transmitting camera signals to a 
wireless receiver (432) for further use (paragraph: 0079). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: camera 
transmits wireless signals to the computer while in the second position as this 
arrangement would provide one of the methods, among many possible methods, for 
transmitting signals between the devices as taught by Boyden. 

6. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohnishi 
in view of Bucholz as applied to claim 15 above, and further in view of Yamane. 

The combination differs from claim 20 in that it does not teach the following: the 
camera is in power-off position while in the first position and automatically transitions to 



Application/Control Number: 10/733,033 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2614 

a power-in state when camera physically moves from the first position to the second 
position. 

However, Yamane teaches the following: strobe flash (4, figs. 1-4) is in power-off 
position while in the first position and automatically transitions to a power-in state when 
strobe flash physically moves from the first position to the second position (col. 4, line 
43 - col. 5, line 33). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: the camera 
is in power-off position while in the first position and automatically transitions to a 
power-in state when camera physically moves from the first position to the second 
position as this arrangement would facilitate to conserve power usage by turning on 
power to the device on/off depending upon its usage condition as taught by Yamane. 
7. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohnishi 
in view of Yamane. 

Regarding claim 10, Ohnishi teaches a method, comprising: ejecting the camera 
(420, figs. 4-9) from a computer (100, figs. 1 , 4-9) and inserting the camera (420, fig. 4- 
9) in to the computer (this reads on expansion unit 200, fig. 1 and 400 figs. 6-9 which 
includes camera being stored in the expansion bay slot in base 20, fig. 1 ; col. 1 1 lines 
39-40; col. 17 lines 7-12, col. 18 lines 30-35) 

Ohnishi differs from claim 10 in that it does not teach the following: automatically 
powering a camera on/or off depending upon whether the camera is ejected/or inserted 
from/or in computer. 
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However, Yamane teaches the following: automatically powering a flash unit (4, 
figs. 1-4) on/or off depending upon whether the flash unit is ejected/or inserted from/or 
in electronic device (1 , fig. 1 , col. 4, line 43 - col. 5, line 34). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time invention was made to modify Ohnishi's system to provide for the following: 
automatically powering a camera on/or off depending upon whether the camera is 
ejected/or inserted from/or in computer as this arrangement would facilitate to conserve 
power usage by turning on power to the device on/off depending upon its usage 
condition as taught by Yamane. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melur Ramakrishnaiah whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8098. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 Hr schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curt Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information . 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. // 

Melur Ramakrishnaiah ^- 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 



